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Micro Rainbow releases groundbreaking new report into poverty of LGBTQI refugees

For release at 9:00am GMT, Wednesday 25th September 
On 24th September Micro Rainbow launched a timely report examining poverty amongst Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Queer and Intersex refugees in the UK: Held Back: Poverty of LGBTQI refugees in the UK.
The report shows that the majority of LGBTQI refugees in the UK struggle to access dignified and appropriate work once they receive their refugee status. More shockingly, the report shows that 39% become homeless after securing refugee status.
Micro Rainbow’s patron, Phyll Opoku-Gyimah said:

“10 years on from the first report, and the situation for LGBTQI refugees in the UK is largely unchanged. They still face widespread exclusion and discrimination, and struggle to gain access to jobs. They are often forced to remain at the margins of society, unable to fully participate in a society that excludes them for being refugees, and for being LGBTQI.
“This report underscores the urgent need for targeted support for LGBTQI refugees. We can no longer ignore the intersectional challenges they face — poverty, discrimination, and isolation. It’s time for action.”
Sebastian Rocca, Micro Rainbow founder and CEO said:

“When we published the first report in 2013, we hoped that while the situation for gay and lesbian refugees in the UK was poor, in the future we would see marked improvements in terms of inclusion and acceptance. However, we can see that 10 years of hostility and government vilification of refugees has resulted in the environment remaining much the same. Sadly, many of the recommendations from 2013 remain valid.
“One change is the government. For the first time in more than ten years, the UK has a Labour government. Our hope is that the new leadership will spearhead the creation of kinder, and more dignified immigration policies, and push for societal attitudes to refugees to change”
Held Back draws from the lived experiences of a sample of 98 LGBTQI refugees, some of whom have been in the UK for more than 20 years, and some who have been in the UK less than a year. It also draws on in-depth interviews with 10 LGBTQI refugees to explore their experiences in more detail. It is released 10 years after Micro Rainbow’s pioneering 2013 report: Poverty, sexual orientation and refugees in the UK.
The report also includes clear recommendations for LGBTQI, refugee and community organisations policymakers, religious organisations, employers, local councils and service providers to address the specific needs of LGBTQI refugees.
For further information or images please contact: Rosalind Duignan-Pearson, Communications Manager, Micro Rainbow, media@microrainbow.org 07736928441
About Micro Rainbow
Founded in 2012 Micro Rainbow is the leading not for profit organisation in the UK supporting the integration of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, queer and intersex (LGBTQI) people who flee persecution and reach the UK in search of safety. Micro Rainbow’s holistic approach to integration is based on three pillars: safe housing, social inclusion, and employability support. These programmes ensure that LGBTQI refugees are not only safe but also able to live fulfilling, independent lives. Micro Rainbow has won several awards for innovation and as a top social enterprise and is recognised for creating the first ever national safe housing scheme for LGBTQI people fleeing persecution, with a current capacity of 31,000 bed-nights a year. Find out more at: www.microrainbow.org 
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