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Rushanara Ali Shows Support for Tower Hamlets LGBTQI Social Enterprise Micro Rainbow 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Friday 22 November	
FOR INTERVIEWS, PHOTOS OR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Rosalind Duignan-Pearson media@microrainbow.org 07736928441 
Labour MP for Bethnal Green and Stepney, Rushanara Ali, visited Micro Rainbow on Friday 22 November to learn about its work with LGBTQI refugees and asylum seekers in Tower Hamlets. Ms Ali was invited to hear about Micro Rainbow’s work preventing the homelessness of LGBTQI refugees and people seeking asylum in Tower Hamlets, and its community-based solution to the immigration detention of LGBTQI people. Peter Holbrook, CEO of Social Enterprise UK, joined the meeting to highlight the importance of diversity in the social enterprise movement. 
Micro Rainbow is a social enterprise based in Tower Hamlets, and since 2012 has been delivering a holistic programme of support to LGBTQI refugees and asylum seekers, encompassing social inclusion, moving on support and a pioneering safe housing scheme. In 2017, it opened the very first safe house for LGBTQI asylum seekers in the UK and it now operates more than 20 houses. 
Sebastian Rocca, Micro Rainbow’s founder and CEO, spoke to Rushanara about how Micro Rainbow’s holistic programme of support – housing, social inclusion and employability – helps ensure that LGBTQI people fleeing persecution do not become homeless. A former service user, Charles, a gay man from West Africa, spoke to Rushanara about how Micro Rainbow’s support meant he did not become homeless when he received his refugee status:
“I lived in Micro Rainbow safe housing while I waited for the outcome of my asylum claim. During that time, I was able to attend employability workshops and was matched with a mentor. Eventually, I got my refugee status, which was a huge relief, but it also meant I had to find somewhere to live, and I was really worried about becoming homeless. But Micro Rainbow’s support helped me to secure job interviews and find help with housing. Now, I work with Micro Rainbow and can help provide that same support to other people fleeing persecution for who they are.”
Of the visit, Sebastian Rocca, Micro Rainbow founder and CEO said:
“It was a pleasure to sit down and chat with Rushanara Ali about our work with LGBTQI refugees and asylum seekers. As the new Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Homelessness and Rough Sleeping, Rushara showed a keen interest in learning how Micro Rainbow prevents the homelessness of LGBTQI migrants. 
“Micro Rainbow was created under a Conservative government just before the introduction of the “hostile environment” policy. Now, as the political tides have turned, we are excited to make new connections with MPs like Rushanara Ali and raise awareness of the work we are doing to improve the lives of LGBTQI people fleeing persecution together.”
Find out more about Micro Rainbow’s alternatives to immigration detention. 
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About Micro Rainbow  
Founded in 2012 Micro Rainbow is the leading not for profit organisation in the UK supporting the integration of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, queer and intersex (LGBTQI) people who flee persecution and reach the UK in search of safety. Micro Rainbow’s holistic approach to integration is based on three pillars: safe housing, social inclusion, and employability support. These programmes ensure that LGBTQI refugees are not only safe but also able to live fulfilling, independent lives. Micro Rainbow has won several awards for innovation and as a top social enterprise and is recognised for creating the first ever national safe housing scheme for LGBTQI people fleeing persecution, with a current capacity of 34,000 bed-nights a year. Find out more at: www.microrainbow.org
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